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SUBJECT: STATEMENT BY THE PRESIDENT 
FOR THE SENIOR CIVIL COORDINATORS 

PRESIDENTIAL STATEMENT DATED JULY 21, 1975. 

QUOTE. I AM TODAY FORMALLY ANNOUNCING THE TRANSFER OF 
PRINCIPAL OPERATIONAL RESPONSIBILITY OF THE INTERAGENCY 
TASK FORCE FOR THE RESETTLEMENT OF REFUGEES FROM INDOCHINA 
FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE TO THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, 
EDUCATION, AND WELFARE. 

SINCE I FORMED THE TASK FORCE IN APRIL, THE RESETTLEMENT 
OF REFUGEES HAS BECOME PRIMARILY A DOMESTIC RATHER THAN 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS CONCERN. A GREAT DEAL HAS BEEN ACCOM- 
PLISHED IN EVACUATING, CARING FOR, AND RESETTLING REFUGEES 
FROM INDOCHINA. HOWEVER, MUCH REMAINS TO BE DONE. I ASK 
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HAVE TO OTHERS THROUGHOUT OUR HISTORY. 

MRS. JULIA TAFT, DEPUTY ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF HEALTH. 
EDUCATION, AND WELFARE, WHO HAS BEEN ACTING AS DIRECTOR OF 
THE TASK FORCE SINCE THE DEPARTURE OF AMBASSADOR DEAN BROWN, 
WILL CONTINUE AS DIRECTOR. ALL DECISIONS AND ACTIVITIES 

REGARDING THE DOMESTIC AND INTERNATIONAL RESETTLEMENT OF 
REFUGEES FROM INDOCHINA WILL BE COORDINATED BY HER. SHE 
WILL ACT UNDER MY DIRECTION AND IN CLOSE COORDINATION WITH 
THE SECRETARY OF HEALTH, EDUCATION, AND WELFARE AND THE 
PRESIDENT'S ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON REFUGEES. MRS. TAFT'S 
RESPONSIBILITIES WILL CONTINUE TO INVOLVE NUMEROUS GOVERN- 
MENTAL DEPARTMENTS, AND I AM DIRECTING EACH OF THEM TO 
OFFER HER THEIR FULL COOPERATION AND SUPPORT IN THIS 
IMPORTANT TASK. UNQUOTE. INGERSOLL 
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